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Abstract
Bacterial leaf streak was confirmed for the first time in Iowa and other states in 2016. There is not a lot known
about the disease but researchers at Colorado State University, Iowa State University, Kansas State University
and University of Nebraska are collaborating to understand the disease and its impact on corn with partial
funding through the Farm Bill.
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Bacterial leaf streak was confirmed for the first time in Iowa and other states in
2016. There is not a lot known about the disease but researchers at Colorado State
University, Iowa State University, Kansas State University and University of Nebraska are
collaborating to understand the disease and its impact on corn with partial funding
through the Farm Bill.
 
This past week we have received several photos of putative bacterial leaf streak symptoms
and noticed a few tweets reporting the disease in Iowa and Nebraska.  Bacterial leaf streak
is difficult to identify from a photo; it can look like many other diseases and abiotic
disorders (Figures 1 and 2). An 8-page PDF on bacterial leaf streak that compares the
symptoms of bacterial leaf streak with look-a-like diseases and disorders is available for
download from the Crop Protection Network.
 
The easiest and best way to confirm bacterial leaf streak is to send a sample to the ISU
Plant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic. During the 2017 growing season, the first 100
samples received will be processed free-of-charge. We are interested in mapping where the
disease is present and collecting samples of the pathogen for further research.
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Figure 1. This is NOT bacterial leaf streak, the
“streaks” are too white.  This is probably wind
damage.
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Figure 2. Bacterial leaf streak. Look for brown streaks that follow the veins.
Look for a bright yellow halo when the diseased leaf is held up to the light.
 
Links to this article are strongly encouraged, and this article may be republished without
further permission if published as written and if credit is given to the author, Integrated
Crop Management News, and Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. If this
article is to be used in any other manner, permission from the author is required. This
article was originally published on July 10, 2017. The information contained within may
not be the most current and accurate depending on when it is accessed.
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